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The Cervantes Project
� Miguel de Cervantes 

Saavedra (1547-1616)
� Project initiated in 1995 as a 

collaborative effort between 
researchers in Computer 
Science and Spanish 
Literature

� Project components include
– CDL: Cervantes Digital 

Library
– CDAI: Cervantes Digital 

Archive of Images
– CIBO: Cervantes 

International Bibliography 
Online

http://www.csdl.tamu.edu/cervantes/



Don Quixote de la Mancha

� Called “the first modern novel”
� Only the Bible has been translated 

into more languages
� Published in two parts: 1605 and 

1615
� Established Cervantes’ position as 

a central figure in Hispanic 
literature and culture



EVE:
Electronic Variorum Edition

� Goal: to contain all of the significant 
early editions of the Don Quixote in 
interlinked textual and image form.

� Implementing tools to support scholarly 
detection and analysis of variances.  
Enable generation of derivative editions.  
Allow inclusion of commentary by 
editors.

� Readers can customize text views, 
consulting original materials in addition 
to edited materials.



Source materials
� Available-quality microfilmed images of the 

significant editions of the Don Quixote
published during Cervantes’ lifetime

� Multiple copies of each of the editions.  Goal: 
at least six copies of each of the princeps.  At 
least two copies of each of the others.

� Additional copies to be added subsequently 
(projected: 60 copies of 11 editions including 
12/18 of 1605 and 12/14 of 1615 princeps)

� Sources: National Library of Spain (Madrid), 
Hispanic Society of America (New York), 
British Library, Yale University library, …



Don Quixote
Significant Editions

� Part 1 [52 chapters]
– Madrid 1605 (princeps) [6 digitized/18 known]
– Madrid 1605 (2nd edition) [3 digitized]
– Valencia 1605 [1 digitized]
– Brussels 1607 [2 digitized]
– Madrid 1608 (3rd edition) [3 digitized]

� Part 2 [74 chapters]
– Madrid 1615 (princeps) [6 digitized/14 known]
– Brussels 1616 [1 digitized]

� Combined edition (posthumous)
– Madrid 1637 [1 digitized]



...



Steps towards an EVE of Don 
Quixote

Clean up image Prepare documentary text

Reader's interface
VERI

Collate against base text; emend; comment
MVED

Align text and image

Digitize



MVED

� Multi-Variant Document Editor
� Identifies variances between base text 

and its different editions
� Allows consultation of synchronized 

text and image versions
� Enables emendation of text, association 

of annotations
� Maintains cross-version links among 

text, image, emendation, and annotation



…



VERI

� Virtual Edition Reader’s Interface
� WWW front end for collation data sets
� Presents unified view of edition, 

allowing access to annotations and 
summaries

� Initial defaults can be modified by 
reader to allow inspection of source 
materials

� Flexible access control mechanisms will 
be required in order to satisfy use 
agreements



…



EVE of Don Quixote

� Collations in progress
– Preliminary collation (old spelling version).  

42 of 52 chapters of 1605 Princeps
completed.

– Princeps collation, using the Spanish 
National Library’s copy (BN Cerv. 118) as 
base (MVED)

– Collation of unified princeps with the five 
other early editions of volume one (MVED)

� These collations are projected to 
encompass over 18,000 page images.



For further information on 
the Cervantes Project

http://www.csdl.tamu.edu/cervantes/


